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Parent’s Questions and Law Enforcement’s Responses 
from 

Education Forum on Drug Abuse 
Magnolia Junior High School 

May 3, 2010 
 

Parent education is one of the most important and effective tools for limiting 
their children’s exposure of to drugs. A gathering of more than 200 parents, as 
well as district administrators and law enforcement personnel, heard that 
message at the first Parent Education forum held May 3 at Magnolia Junior High 
School. Following the presentations, the various police departments and the 
presenter fielded the following questions and provided answers. 

 

Q. How are searches conducted? 

A. Vehicles, backpack, folders – anytime your child enters the school they are 
potentially subject to search. We can search if we have reasonable suspicion. If 
the contraband property is on campus there is no expectation of privacy. If we 
have reasonable suspicion, we’re going to search the student. We will always 
notify the parent.  

 

Q. Where can I find out more about home drug testing and purchase a kit? 

A. There are drug testing kits available at drug stores and pharmacies. Information 
is available in the parent resource packet. 

 

Q. Does the District offer counseling for peer pressure? 

A. Various sources are available, for example, Chino Community Services offers 
programs.  Check with your child’s school counselor or administrator. More 
options are listed in the resource guide that is available on-line or through your 
school office. 

 

Q. What is hookah? Is it dangerous? 
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A. Hookah is a flavored tobacco, similar to cigarettes and it is a legal substance. 
However, it is illegal for children under the age of 18 to possess or smoke tobacco.  
Further, it is illegal for anyone to bring tobacco, matches, or lighters on a school 
site. 

 

Q. Do beaded bracelets imply drug use? 

A. Not necessarily. While jewelry and accessories can have hidden meanings 
obvious to students, but not adults, don’t assume everything has a hidden 
message. Look at your student’s bracelet to see if there is any reference to drugs. 
If there are words you don’t recognize, ask the student for an explanation. Do an 
internet search.  Ask your school site’s SRO or another police officer. 

 

Q. Do you believe a parent can be too strict? 

A.  Probably not. Students will probably differ in their opinions of their parent’s 
attitude toward discipline. Err on the side of caution. Too much involvement in 
your student’s life will surely be better than too little when it comes to drug use. 
You can’t direct and help them to the best choices by simply hoping everything 
works out. 

 

Q. My child attends (unidentified) junior high, it seems to be the worst junior 
high school in the District for drugs, is that true? 

A. We have been asked that or similar questions from parents from all of the 
junior high schools. One is not worse than the other, and drug usage seems to 
respect no socio-economic boundary. Drugs do not discriminate. We have 
arrested students from various family backgrounds who have been found with 
drugs, regardless of their address. 

 

Q. How do students carry drugs into different events or venues? 

A. Students hide drugs in purse straps, in clothing seams, and in their shoes.  They 
can be very creative. If you are going to search them or their clothing, be 
thorough. 
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Q. Are you using drug dogs? 

A. Yes. The students notice the canine patrols. We see a lot of text messages 
being sent: K9 here, 911, k9. This should not be looked upon as a bad thing. If we 
don’t catch the kids with drugs because they have flushed them, we have at least 
accomplished the elimination of those drugs. If this occurs often enough, people 
who might sell drugs to our students, might find it harder to sell their wares. 

 

Q. What are the schools doing to stop/prevent the drug activities happening in 
school? 

A. The District is starting with their most important partner in this effort – 
parents. Together, we are educating parents to the trends, signs to look for, what 
to do if you suspect your child is using drugs, where to seek help and giving them 
the opportunity to speak with professionals such as nurses, law enforcement and 
educators about the issue. They have brought the drug detecting dogs on 
campuses. They have trained administrators on these issues and will work with 
this same training for teachers and students. They have been open and 
transparent about the problem as they feel it’s important to address it rather 
than not acknowledge it. They have asked law enforcement, health care and 
churches to join in the effort.  

 

Q. What are my rights as a parent of a child who shares a class with a “stoner”? 
How do we get those kids out of our classrooms? 

A. The parent has the right to inform school administration of the information 
they have.  The student has a right to inform the teacher or administrator 
anonymously if they observe something suspicious within the classroom. At the 
high school level, the SRO is also available for contact by the parent or student.  
All students have the right to a free and appropriate education, if a student is 
found to be under the influence or in possession of an illegal substance, the 
proper protocols will be followed to handle each situation on a case-by-case basis. 
Oftentimes, students are afraid to tell teachers, administrators or law 
enforcement officers when they see drugs or think someone is under the 
influence. Students need to know any information they bring forward will be held 
confidential. Parents can always anonymously contact an administrator with this 
information. But the eyes and the ears in the classroom are the students.  
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Q. Are the media or are new electronic devices giving children more access to 
and use of inappropriate and illegal drugs? 

A. Technology is everywhere including cell phones. Students have access to the 
Internet from their phones. This means they can access Facebook and MySpace 
even if they are not allowed to do so from school or home. Also, websites such as 
YouTube have video regarding every activity, including illegal actions. And since 
most teens communicate through text message, this is also an easy way to find 
out who is selling or who wants to buy drugs. 

 

Q. What training are teachers getting to help identify these problems in the 
classroom? 

A. Teachers will be receiving the same type of training that is being given to 
parents with a special emphasis on how to work with families who want to 
address the problem. We do not just want to address half the issue by catching 
the students with drugs.  

 

Q: How do you handle tips about students using drugs from other students? 

A: We will not publicly identify them. We value the tips and we do investigate 
them. When we are alerted by other students we protect their identity. They can 
leave us anonymous notes if they choose.   

Students are encouraged to speak to the principal, assistant principals, counselors 
and to the School Resource Officer on campus. Additionally, parents can call us 
and give us information. 

 

Q: What are the consequences for students who use drugs, have possession of 
drugs, sell drugs, or are under the influence of drugs at school? 

A. As law enforcement we, are responsible for giving the student a citation. When 
appropriate, students may be arrested, resulting in criminal consequences. Our 
responsibility on campus is to report any crimes to the school. We then turn over 
the student(s) to the school and district for disciplinary procedures. 
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For the District’s part, there are steps of disciplinary action. Depending on the 
nature of the incident, they may include counseling, intervention, suspension, or 
expulsion.  

Disciplinary actions are being taken for each student on a case by case basis as 
determined by the incidents and governed by local/federal laws (administered by 
the Sheriff's Department), Education Code, and Board Policy (administered by 
District and school administration). 

 

Q: Do kids have more access to drugs because of the internet? 

A: Yes, they do have more access. But as parents, we also have resources. Law 
enforcement and parents can research drugs online, for example 
(www.drugs.com) to identify pills. We highly encourage parents to monitor their 
children’s internet and cell phone use – unless they pay for it, it’s your property.    

 

Q: What does a date rape drug look like? 

A: In liquid form, it will bubble up like soap. Tell your kids not to accept drinks or 
drink anything they didn’t mix or prepare (e.g., drink from a punch bowl.) 

 

Q. Can the drug sniffing dogs search backpacks since most students do not have 
or do not use lockers? 

A: Yes. When the dogs enter a classroom, the students are not in the classroom 
but backpacks are left there. If a dog finds something that indicates further 
search, the backpack is removed. That student will be called to the office at some 
point that day, typically not from that same class, as we are careful to avoid 
embarrassment for the student in the event that the search yields nothing illegal. 

 

 

Q. Why are there police officers only at the high school level? 

A. The District’s budget does not allow them to fund School Resources Officers at 
the junior high level at this time. They share the cost of each officer with the law 
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enforcement agency, so it’s not simply a District decision to increase police 
presence on our campuses. However, we are jointly reviewing current security 
deployment and may make some changes for the 2010/11 school year. 

 

Q. Is the D.A.R.E. program still in existence? If so, at what grade level? 

A. No, the funding for the program was discontinued to school districts in 2004. 
There are, however, numerous drug prevention and awareness programs that are 
or have been provided to our students including “Every 15 Minutes”, Challenge 
Day, “The Drug Store”, Saturday school, Healthy Adolescents Loathing Tobacco 
(HALT), The Great American Smokeout, Project ALERT, guest speakers, “Don’t 
Start Tobacco”, “Great Body Shop”, “Too Good for Drugs and Violence”, and Red 
Ribbon Week.  

 

Q. What drugs or alcohol have you found at proms and grad nights and where 
do the kids hide it? 

A. The biggest issue seems to be alcohol but students are searched prior to 
entering the dance. Students are creative and find seams in pants and jackets, the 
insides of ties and sometimes even their shoes. 

 

Q. Is there some type of program or software to view text messages? 

A. Every cell phone provider has different ways to view text messages. Check with 
your provider. 

 

Q. What should I do if I think my child is smoking marijuana or doing Ecstasy? 

A. Have a discussion with your child and ask if he/she is using drugs. If you think 
your child is using drugs, call your health insurance provider to see if they offer 
drug testing (blood) and if they offer counseling. If the answer is yes, make 
arrangements for the counseling and a drug test. Search their room and ask for 
any computer password. You need your child to know that you will not tolerate 
drug use or allow it in the home. Also, it’s important to let your child know that 
you will work with them to get the drug counseling or possible rehabilitation that 
he/she may need. 
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Q. With medical marijuana now upon us, how do teachers respond to adult 
school students who are under the influence at school? What responsibility do 
we have to protect other students who are minors that attend the adult school? 

A. Even if someone has a medical marijuana card, they cannot be under the 
influence in public and they cannot have the drug on any school grounds. If you 
feel someone is under the influence or has possession of marijuana (for instance, 
you can smell it), contact law enforcement. 

 

Q. We discuss sex at schools, why not drugs? What about Narcotics Anonymous 
or Alcoholics Anonymous meetings at school or some site? 

A. While positive dialogue is helpful; A.A. and N.A. are not appropriate activities 
for schools.  

 

Q. How does curfew work if a minor is with someone who is 18-years-old after 
curfew? 

A. Here is the curfew law: It is unlawful for any minor to loiter, idle, wander or in 
any other manner be in or upon the public streets, or any other public place 
between the hours of ten p.m. and sunrise the following day. The prohibition 
does not apply in the following: 

1. The minor is accompanied by his or her parent; or 
2. The minor is accompanied by an adult authorized by his or her parent, for a 
designated period of time and purpose within a specified area; or  
3. The minor is on an emergency errand directed by his or her parent; or 
4. The minor is traveling directly to or from a medical appointment or place of 
gainful employment. 
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